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all such clauses, acts, or declarations by which the
makers of them" attempt to do what they have neither
the right nor the power to do, nor the power to execute,
are in themselves null and void. Every age and
generation must be as free to act for itself in all cases
as the age and generations which preceded it. The
vanity and presumption of governing beyond the
grave is the most ridiculous and insolent of all tyrannies.
Man has no property in man ; neither has any genera-
tion a property in the generations which are to follow.
... It requires but a very small glance of thought
to perceive that although laws made in one generation
often continue in force through succeeding generations,
yet they continue to derive their force from the consent
of the living. A law not repealed continues in force,
not because it cannot be repealed, but because it is not
repealed ; and the non-repealing passes for consent/
This shrewd and vigorous blow at the sentimental
traditionalism of Burke is an instance both of Paine's
vivid style and of his vigorous thought. He goes on
to replace the history-worship of his opponent with
his own more doctrinaire philosophy and to expound
in forcible English the basic ideas of the French Revolu-
tion, before that Revolution had sunk to the moral
debauchery of the Terror. In the first place, Paine
distinguishes strongly between society and government.
Burke had confused the two—a confusion into which
all believers in * the social organism * are most liable
to fall. If only the English social theorists of last
century had studied their Paine more closely than
their Hegel, we would have been spared much muddy
thinking, perhaps much administrative tyranny. Burke
had been trapped by what we may call the Sabbatarian
Fallacy: that is to say, in his philosophy man was
made for the State, not the State for man. But Paine

